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Charlene Neely

Beginnings

My father came from a place
that was always moving

from one end of the country
to the other and back again.

From the end of the line
where the railroad stopped,

they doubled back to Tennessee
and then to Denver, the Mile High City.

When moves came before the end
of the school year, home was whoever

would take him in and feed him.
He learned early to fend for himself.

He learned that every ending
was just another beginning.

Bitter Herb

My mother lived under a giant
mushroom until my father
carried her away to a fresh meadow,
filled with tall sunflowers

and cockleburs. She missed
her sister violets and her bed
of pine needles. Her Russian
Prince turned into a thistle

in his old age. By the time

| was born things had chilled
considerably. Mother’s spirit
was wilting as my father

grew even more prickly.

Itis no wonder that as soon

as my wings appeared | lit

out for greener fields, forsaking
the entanglement of weeds.

| flitted from the tip of

a blade of grass to the top

of a fence post circling

ever farther into great
unknown territories.





